Osteoclastomalike giant cell tumor of the parotid gland: report of a case with fine needle aspiration diagnosis.
Osteoclastomalike giant cell tumor of the parotid gland has been reported rarely. The tumor has occurred rarely at many sites, such as thyroid, pancreas, soft tissue, breast, skin, heart, colon, lung, kidney, ovary and bladder. The exact origin of the tumor is unclear. However, osteoclastlike giant cells have been considered either part of a stromal process reactive to a neoplasm or a component of a primary neoplasm. A 35-year-old female presented with a mass in the left parotid gland clinically diagnosed as a pleomorphic adenoma. Fine needle aspiration (FNA) was advised before surgical excision. FNA smears revealed numerous osteoclastlike, multinucleated giant cells and many malignant-looking mononuclear cells. The smears were diagnosed as positive for malignancy, suggestive of osteoclastomalike giant cell tumor. The tumor was excised, and histopathologic study confirmed the cytologic diagnosis. The cytologic findings of osteoclastomalike giant cell tumor of the parotid gland have not been previously reported. FNA aided the diagnosis and planning of treatment. FNA is important in the diagnosis of parotid tumors.